
here is a major difference between

differentiation and personalized learning, I

had been hearing so much about

personalization and at the same time I

was wondering how can I get my

students more engaged and make their

learning more authentic?

1. Dual Teacher Role

To use Genius Hour effectively, get all your

pieces together and ready to go so that

you can use your valuable face-to-face

time with the students. Your job is to

coach and advise them through the

process.

2. Learn About Your Students

You'll learn more than you ever thought

possible by watching your students go

through this process. They are picking

what they're passionate about, so the

topics will be quite varied. Through this

process, you'll also learn who is intrinsically

motivated by their topic and skills, and

who will need help.

3. Create a Culture of Collaboration

Because you're working so closely with

your students, Genius Hour naturally

develops a culture of collaboration. Some

students chose to work as a group -- I

allow up to four per group -- but many

preferred to work on an individual basis.

 We had established a positive skill of

learning from others how to make our

project better. I also had the students find

a mentor and conduct an interview on

their topic. Some were people in our own

school or community.
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GENIUS HOUR

          enius Hour is a way to engage your students by allowing

them to become an expert in a topic of their choosing. By

allowing them to pick their own topic, go at their own pace,

and reflect on their learning process  you are getting into

personalized education. As student become experts they are

taught valuable research, reading, writing, speaking, and

digital citizenship skills- in all you can cover over 15 common

core standards. 
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4. Create an Interactive Learning Environment

I often had the students brainstorming with each other

or having online discussions via Schoology on different

pieces of the process. At the end of the project, students

were asked to give a TED-style talk on their topic. The

students also worked together on various topics and

projects. They practiced their TED talks with each other

prior to giving them, and provided critiques and

feedback on their video pitches and websites. I asked

them to use their own websites to reflect on their

process, and then review each other's Genius Hour posts

at least once through this process. 

5. Build Flexible Pacing, But With Structure

I utilized my learning management system to build 
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folders for each of the benchmarks that I wanted my

students to achieve on the project. I also created a

Google presentation with all the materials I would

need for each Genius Hour day.

6. Create Authentic Assessments

The students' year-end TED-style talks on their chosen

topics created a performance assessment requiring

them to show their passion to their peers. They were

extremely excited about sharing out what they

learned. They also were reflecting throughout the

project, which allowed me to assess their progress

regularly. And through our face-to-face time, I could

naturally assess their progress. I found that my

students covered at least 15 different Common Core

standards during this project.

Scan here for more information from this session.


